
OLVER ANNOUNCES $500,000 FOR POLICE TECHNOLOGY TO COMBAT DRUG CRIME IN NORTH WORCESTER COUNTY

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives approved $500,000 in fiscal year 2006 funding to expand the sharing of police technology in North Worcester County with an emphasis on combating drug-related crime. The North Worcester County Regional Technology Data Sharing Project would include the communities of Fitchburg, Leominster, Gardner, Hubbardston, Lunenburg, Clinton, Westminster, Ashburnham and Sterling.

  The funding is included in the FY06 Science, State, Justice, and Commerce Appropriations conference report approved by the House yesterday.  Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding. After the Senate approves the conference report, it goes to the presidentís desk to be signed into law.

  "Because drug-related crime is extremely mobile, local law enforcement agencies need to coordinate on a regional basis," Olver said. "I am pleased that this funding will build on a successful program to improve the public safety for all residents in North Worcester County."

  The North Worcester County Regional Technology Data Sharing Project is an expansion of a program created last year linking police computer systems in Fitchburg, Leominster and Gardner. The program, which was launched with $375,000 in federal funding secured by Olver in FY05, allowed these three police departments to access and share information on a real-time basis.

   This new funding would allow for the sharing of information to be expanded to Hubbardston, Lunenburg, Clinton, Westminster, Ashburnham and Sterling, rural communities surrounding the cities of Fitchburg, Leominster, and Gardner.

   The greater Fitchburg, Leominster and Gardner area has seen a dramatic increase in drug trafficking over the last several years. In response, the North Worcester County Task Force, which includes the Fitchburg, Leominster and Gardner police departments, several area towns and the District Attorneyís office, has determined that the city of Fitchburg has become the hub for drug dealing that extends into other cities and smaller communities in the North Worcester County region.

   ###

  For more information, contact Fitchburg Police Chief Edward F. Cronin at 978-345-9656  
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